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WORLD WETLANDS DAY 2012 CELEBRATED 

IN CHILIKA   

Bhubaneswar:  

02/02/2012 

The World Wetlands Day celebrated on 2
nd

 February 2 0 1 2  at Chilika Lake in much 

fanfare. More than three hundred school children of the Chilika region participated in today’s 

WWD celebrations organized by Chilika Development Authority(CDA) at Badkul, one of 

the gateway to Chilika. They displayed the WWD 2012 theme - Wetlands and Tourism 

flamboyantly in their paintings, writings and articulations in the celebrations. The World 

Wetlands Day, observed each year on 2
nd

 February across the globe to acknowledge the 

benefits that we all receive from the wetlands, as well as to raise the awareness of the local 

communities who derive their livelihood about the importance of the vital ecosystems for our 

common future. The Ramsar Bureau (Secretariat) took a decision  to  observe  the  World  

wetland  day  on  2 February  from  1997.  Chilika Development Authority  have been 

observing WWD in and around Chilika Lake with the active participation of local 

communities, NGOs, CBOs, school children, local intellectual, eminent dignitaries, 

religious leaders, l o c a l  leaders, foreign delegates etc. since 1997. 

“Wetland tourism has benefits both locally and nationally for people and wildlife – benefits 

such as stronger economies, sustainable livelihoods, healthy people and thriving ecosystems,” 

said Dr. Ajit Kumar Pattnaik, Chief Executive of CDA on this occasion. “The significant 

biodiversity of the brackish water lagoon and continual restoration, conservation work of the 

Chilka has attracted more tourists over the years and CDA is committed to bring in the 

practice of responsible eco-tourism in association with the local communities and other 

stakeholders,” added Dr. Pattnaik.    

More than 0.8 million tourists come to Chilika annually. “Adequate sensitisation and creating 

world class environment friendly infrastructure facilities will give a big leap to the wetland 

conservation and tourism promotion,” said Shri Harish K. Bisht, Additional Project Director 

of the ICZMP in the occasion.   
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(School children showing the WWD 2012 theme poster on responsible eco-tourism – Wetland and 

Tourism during the celebrations) 

At least 35% of Ramsar Sites around the world record some level of tourism activity and this 

percentage is consistent throughout all regions. Of course it is important to consider tourism 

in all wetlands – not just those designated as Ramsar Sites, since the Contracting Parties to 

the Convention are committed to managing all wetlands. 

It is worth noting that tourism is only one of the services that wetlands deliver. Ensuring 

well-managed tourism practices in and around wetlands and educating tourists on the value of 

wetlands contributes to the health of the world's wetlands and the long-term benefits that 

wetlands provide to people, wildlife, economics, and biodiversity. 



 

 

3 ICZMP ODISHA  |  

 

 

 

(A student from the Chilika region receiving his prize money on WWD 2012 from the Chief Executive 

of CDA) 

The World Wetlands Day marks the date of the adoption of the Convention on Wetlands on 2 

February 1971, in the Iranian city of Ramsar on the shores of the Caspian Sea. Each year 

since 1997, government agencies, non-governmental organizations, and groups of citizens at 

all levels of the community have taken advantage of the opportunity to undertake actions 

aimed at raising public awareness of wetland values and benefits in general, and the Ramsar 

Convention in particular. 

The World Wetlands Day theme for 2012 is “Wetlands and Tourism” and is linked to the 

theme for the next meeting of the Conference of the Parties, COP11: Wetlands, Tourism and 

Recreation, which will take place in July 2012, in Bucharest, Romania. 

Wetlands and Tourism in words and colors:  

Considering the importance of the theme of the WWD 2012 major thrust was given to 

associate the school children in and around Chilika in a big way. To create awareness 

among them essay and drawing competitions on the theme of WWD-2012 i.e. “Wetlands 
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and Tourism” was conducted in all the sectors of Chilika Lake. The preparatory work began 

from December 2011 and 13 grass root level NGOs worked hard to sensitize the students 

on the theme of the WWD-2012 and facilitated to conduct the essay and drawing 

competitions. The competition was organized in 9 2 high schools in and around Chilka 

Lake.  

 

 

(A student presents his art form on Chilika to the CDA authorities on WWD 2012 celebrations) 

After the zonal level competition was over in the first phase the winners of zonal level 

competitions (12 each in drawing and essay) were selected for the state level competition. 

The competition was held on 29.1.2012 at Bhubaneswar. Out of the 24 students from four 

sectors, three students from each category were selected from the above competition. The 

first, second and third winners of overall state level drawing and essay competitions received 

rupees five thousand, three thousand and two thousand respectively as cash prizes from the 

Chief Guest on 2ndFebruary 2012. 

The Additional Chief Executive of CDA, DFO of Chilika Wild Life division, several 

ecologists and NGO representatives spoke on the occasion. The WWD celebrations was also 

attended by the villagers, local communities, women SHG members along with the boat  



 

 

5 ICZMP ODISHA  |  

 

 

men, NGOs, Government Officials, Scientists and experts. The thematic WWD-2012 poster 

developed by the Ramsar secretariat a l s o  dubbed in local language and distributed 

among the school children and other stake holders. Flyers with the theme Wetlands and 

Tourism in local language is developed for distribution to the participants to sensitize the 

local communities. 


